
Dear Colleagues,

We wanted to share a decision made at our April 27th Board meeting and to clarify
misinformation circulating around a pending piece of legislation. 

Change to North Carolina Part IV minimum score requirement

After significant research, analysis and discussion, the Board unanimously voted to change the
NC passing score for Part IV of the Nation Boards from 475 to 375.

The Board originally decided to require a minimum Part IV score of 475 in January 1999.
Although the Board had previously accepted the NBCE’s recommended passing score of
375 on all other parts of the National Exam, NC became the first state to require a higher
passing score on Part IV. The only other state that required a higher passing score was
Wisconsin.

The Board has revisited its 1999 decision several times over the years. In June 2014, the
Board sent a letter of inquiry to the NBCE regarding the Part IV passing score. In the
NBCE’s response, sent by Mark G. Christensen, Ph.D. and Director of Testing at the
NBCE, he referenced the recent Standard Setting procedure and the importance of the
procedures and documentation of those procedures in establishing a passing score on Part IV
of the Nation Board exam. He went on to state, “The NBCE recognized passing score for
Part IV is 375 representing 75%; 475 represents approximately 80%, and there is no
psychometric validity in a policy that requires this different passing score.” (Psychometrics is
the objective measurement of skills, knowledge and among other things educational
achievement.)

On April 18, 2018, Wisconsin reduced its passing score requirement to the NBCE’s 375. A
significant aspect of the state of Wisconsin’s decision (which required legislative approval)
was the participation of Dr. Norman Outz, the Executive Vice President of the NBCE. Dr.
Outz attended the public hearings and provided expert testimony that demonstrated the
undisputed validity of the NBCE passing score requirement of 375, why the Wisconsin
passing score requirement was flawed, and that the higher passing score did not enhance
public safety.

In light of these recent developments, along with consideration of other state and national
trends/issues and reviewing the rationale used in making its original decision, the Board
concluded there was no substantive basis to continue requiring a passing score of 475 on
Part IV.

The Board’s decision to reduce the Part IV passing score will require a modification to 21
NCAC Rule 10 .0203. The Board has begun the formal process to change the rule with a



filing to the NC Rules Review Commission. The Board will post the amended rule on our
website and will receive public comments from June 1 – July 31. 

House Bill 150 – The “Peer Review” Bill

HB 150 is the latest incarnation of a bill the Board introduced more than a decade ago.
Based on communications received by various Board members, there is a lot of
misinformation floating around about HB 150 that the Board would like to clarify. 

The purpose of the Bill is to protect North Carolina citizens and chiropractors against a
specific unfair claim settlement practice sometimes used by insurers.

This legislation does NOT require all personal injury claims to be reviewed. Currently, there
are no limitations on who insurers can hire to make these judgements. Claims are often
reviewed by non-chiropractors or chiropractors who practice in another state. Whether to
review a claim is now and would continue to be the exclusive decision of the insurer.
However, once the insurer decides to review a chiropractic P.I. claim, HB 150 would require
the insurer to use a chiropractor licensed in North Carolina to perform the review. 

HB 150 does NOT require an insurance company seeking a paper review to hire a specific
individual. However, it does restrict the category of reviewers that an insurer could potentially
hire. 

To be eligible to perform reviews, an individual:
Must be licensed in North Carolina;
Must have practiced in North Carolina at least five years;
Must derive at least half of his/her income from treating patents;
Cannot be paid based on how much he/she cuts the treating doctor’s claim.

HB 150 was approved by the N.C. House of Representatives during last year’s long session
and is eligible for consideration by the N.C. Senate in the short session currently underway in
Raleigh. 

We realize that there is a lot to digest in this letter, but it is important that you understand the
rationale behind the Board’s decisions and to make sure accurate information is provided to
all licentiates.  

Sincerely,
 
NC Board of Chiropractic Examiners


